340 END OF HANSA'S DOMINION IN ENGLAND,

chants, the five thousand pieces of cloth permitted
to them for export. Further, he was reproached for
having in 1563 made a journey, leaving the Steel-
yard and the care of the treasury to young men
incapable of so high a trust, who had done great
damage to the factory.

After all these accusations had been duly sifted,
this unfaithful servant of the Hansa was of course
deposed from his post of trust, but his dismissal
brought no fresh order into the shattered condition
of things. As is frequently the case in the face of
a public calamity, public spirit was extinct Each
individual thought only of himself, and of what he
could rescue from the impending general ruin. On
the one hand, there was the selfishness of the indi-
vidual towns ; on the other, the selfishness of the
foreign factories. The London Steelyard, seeing that
the fabric of the League was tottering, tried to save
its individual existence out of the general wreck.
It thought to acquire an independent life, and act
and trade on its own account. Hence when the
League knocked at the doors of its strong-room, to
obtain the funds that should prolong or, as they
hoped, even dispel the death agonies of the other
foreign factories, whether by bribing nobles and
kings, or by sending embassies to foreign courts,
the Steelyard was careful not to listen to these
demands, thinking of the future, when it might need
all funds for itself. It was thus that in 1567, the
London factory, in reply to a reprimand sent it by
Syndic Sudermann for delaying to pay a sum of
over one thousand florins into the public fund, made